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PREFACE. 


Three  months  previous  to  my  starting  this 
work,  I  had  not  thought  of  writing  what  I  am 
placing  before  the  public  ;  although  I  have 
felt  for  years  that  Christians  as  a  body  should 
lift  up  their  voice  to  expose  the  sins  of  the 
Churches,  and  show  where  they  originate.  As 
soon  as  I  felt  sure  that  it  was  of  the  Lord  that  I 
should  write,  I  set  to  work.  It  is  not  hard  to 
see  where  and  how  the  enemy  of  our  souls 
has  worked  through  all  ages  to  destroy  the 
souls  of  men.  In  the  first  place,  we  may  ob- 
serve a  general  back-sliding,  a  falling  from 
grace  in  our  Churches.  I  know  not  of  one 
Church  that  is  of  one  hundred  years'  standing, 
but  has  forsaken  the  old  paths  of  our  fore- 
fathers.   Religion  has,  as  a  general  thing, 
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become  a  matter  of  mere  theory,  or  else  a 
secular  business.  Many  men  are  preaching 
who  are  not  sent  of  God  :  others  were  truly 
called,  but  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the 
blind  guides  placed  in  authority  over  them. 

Jeremiah  tells  us  the  state  of  the  people  in 
his  day,  and  who  were  the  cause  of  it  :  "My 
people  hath  been  lost  sheep  :  their  shepherds 
have  caused  them  to  go  astray  :  they  have 
turned  them  away  on  the  mountains  :  they 
have  gone  from  mountain  to  hill,  they  have 
forgotten  their  resting-place."    Jer.  50:6. 

My  aim  in  writing  this  has  been  to  help  to 
expose  the  damning  sins  allowed  into  the 
Churches  by  the  ministers,  who  have  power 
to  keep  these  things  out.  We  must  not 
directly  censure  the  inmates  of  the  pews,  but 
must  lay  the  blame  where  it  belongs — in  the 
pulpit. 

I  have  written  this  pamphlet  believing  that 
it  will,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  be  a  help  to 
some  souls.  H.  Raney. 

Aultsville,  Ont. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
AN  UNFAITHFUL  MINISTRY. 

"The  prophets  prophesy  falsely,  and  the 
priests  bear  rule  by  their  means  ;  and  my  peo- 
ple love  to  have  it  so  :  and  what  will  ye  do  in 
the  end  thereof  ?"    Jer.  5:31. 

In  the  days  of  Jeremiah  there  were  prophets 
who  loved  the  praise  of  men  rather  than  the 
praise  of  God.  And  there  was  also  a  people 
who,  having  itching  ears,  heaped  to  themselves 
such  teachers  as  would  prophesy  smooth 
things.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  Jewish 
Church  went  into  idolatry,  and  God  gave  them 
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up  to  a  reprobate  mind.  We  find  that  such  a 
state  of  affairs  existed,  with  an  occasional  in- 
termission, until  the  time  of  John  the  Baptist, 
who,  in  his  preaching,  raised  up  the  old 
standards,  boldly  reproved  the  prevalent  sins, 
and  called  upon  all  to  bring  forth  fruit  meet 
for  repentance.  Our  Lord  also,  in  dealing 
with  Scribes  and  Pharisees  and  those  in  author- 
ity, wielded  the  sword  of  Divine  truth  unspar- 
ingly :  "Ye  serpents,  ye  generation  of  vipers, 
how  can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of  hell?'7 
For  this  they  hated  and  persecuted  Him.  And 
from  those  days  down  to  the  present,  the  true 
ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  shuns  not  to 
declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God,  has  met 
with  opposition  from  this  class.  They  abound 
in  our  land  to-day, — men  having  a  form  of 
godliness,  but  denying  the  power  thereof, — 
having  an  outward  appearance  of  righteous- 
ness, but  inwardly  full  of  hypocrisy  and 
iniquity. 

Having  had  some  forty  years'  experience  in 
practical  life,  and  coming  in  contact  with  the 
different  Churches  of  our  land,  I  find  that  their 
condition  in  general  is  sad  indeed.  Education 
has  taken  the  place  of  vital  religion,  and,  thus, 
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what  should  be  a  great  help,  has  become  a 
great  hindrance.  Eloquence  in  preaching  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  mean- 
while the  congregations  are  allowed  to  foster 
their  bosom  sins,  preacher  and  people  being 
both  fast  asleep  in  the  devil's  cradle. 

Modern  false  prophets  seek  popularity  and 
the  applause  of  men.  True,  they  lift  up  their 
voices,  as  a  rule,  against  drunkenness,  blas- 
phemy, Sabbath  desecration  (in  general),  and 
some  other  things,  but  dare  not  level  the 
Gospel  gun  at  worldly  conformity  in  business, 
in  politics,  in  living  and  in  dress,  and  at  tobacco 
using,  novel-reading,  secret  societies.  Church 
entertainments,  picnics,  Christmas  trees,  soc- 
ials, etc.,  —  the  very  things  that  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  the  devil's  leeches,  sucking 
the  spiritual  blood  out  of  so  many  Churches, 
and  consigning  teeming  multitudes  to  hell. 
These  men  prophesy  smooth  things,  and,  seek- 
ing out  many  inventions,  point  out  a  way  that 
seems  right  unto  a  man;  e.g., — attend  and 
support  a  Church,  sign  a  card,  take  the  sacra- 
ment, get  baptized,  or  hold  up  the  hand  to 
signify  an  acceptance  of  Christ.  But  we  may 
say  in  the  words  of  the  wise  man,  "The  end 
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thereof  are  the  ways  of  death.' r  Genuine  re- 
pentance and  conversion  seem  to  have  been 
lost  sight  of. 

These  are  they  that  have  seduced  the  peo- 
ple, proclaiming  peace,  instead  of  warniug  of 
the  sword.  "And  one  built  up  a  wall,  and,  lot 
others  daubed  it  with  untempered  mortar : 
therefore,  thussaith  the  Lord  God;  I  will  even 
rend  it  with  a  stormy  wind  in  My  fury  ;  and 
there  shall  be  an  overflowing  shower  in  Mine 
anger,  and  great  hailstones  in  My  fury  to  con- 
sume it.  So  will  I  break  down  the  wall  that  ye 
have  daubed  with  untempered  mortar,  and  will 
bring  it  down  to  the  ground,  so  that  the  foun- 
dations thereof  shall  be  discovered,  and  it 
shall  fall,  and  ye  shall  be  consumed  in  the 
midst  thereof  :  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord."    Ezek.  13:10-14. 

Isaiah,  under  Divine  inspiration,  gives  a 
clear,  strong  description  of  the  unfaithful 
w  atchmen  of  Israel  with  whom  he  had  to  con- 
tend. "His  watchmen  are  all  blind  :  they  are 
all  ignorant,  they  are  all  dumb  dogs,  they  can- 
not bark;  sleeping,  lying  down,  loving  to 
slumber.  Yea,  they  are  greedy  dogs  which 
can  never  have  enough,  and  they  are  shep- 
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herds  that  cannot  understand  :  they  all  look 
to  their  own  way,  every  one  for  his  gain,  from 
his  quarter/'    Isa.  56:  10,  11. 

Dear  reader,  is  not  this  the  state  of  things 
generally  in  the  Churches  of  our  land  to-day  ? 
Have  not  the  watchmen  become  blind  guides, 
and  ignorant  of  spiritual  things  ?  Do  you  not 
see  such  men  go  strutting  up  the  aisles,  decked 
out  with  gold  chains,  buttons,  studs,  etc., 
bearing  more  the  appearance  of  a  spiritual  or 
ecclesiastical  peacock,  than  of  a  man  after 
God's  own  heart,  adorned  with  the  ornament 
of  a  rneek  and  quiet  spirit  ?  The  love  of  ease, 
of  pleasure,  of  wealth,  or  of  popularity,  fias 
taken  possession  of  them,  and  hence,  they  love 
to  slumber,  "looking  every  man  for  his  gain 
from  his  quarter/' 

AMUSKMKNTS. 

These  modern  teachers  have  admitted 
games  of  various  kinds,  and  nearly  all  the 
modern  frolics  and  amusements,  into  the 
Church  to  make  it  attractive  to  the  young 
people  of  the  world.    Now,  we  cannot  ask  the 
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blessing  of  God  on  these  things  ;  for  we  can- 
not look  up  to  God  and  say  with  a  clear  con- 
science, "We  are  doing  these  things  for  Thy 
glory."  It  would  be  no  more  absurd  for  a 
chronic  smoker  to  get  down  and  ask  the  L,ord 
to  bless  his  old  pipe  :  the  prayer  would  stick 
fast  in  his  throat.  You  ask.  "What  will  the 
young  people  do  for  pastime  ?' 9  Let  them  come 
to  Jesus  and  get  saved  and  they  will  not  desire 
these  empty  things — not  eyen  to  look  at  them. 
The  Psalmist  says  :  "Turn  away  mine  eyes 
from  beholding  vanity  ;  and  quicken  Thou  me 
in  Thy  way."    Ps.  119:37. 

•Some  ministers,  who  have  observed  the 
great  tendency  to  worldliness  there  is  in  these 
amusements,  and  yet  are  afraid  to  take  a  de- 
cided stand  against  them,  endeavor  to  patch 
things  up  by  a  compromise.  They  say,  for 
instance,  "We  shall  have  a  Christmas  tree 
this  year,  but  not  like  the  preceding  ones. 
We  shall  open  with  prayer,  etc.,  and  have 
nothing  but  religious  singing  and  music." 
But  where  the  meeting  or  assembly  is  con- 
trolled by  a  vain,  worldly  spirit,  it  can  not  be 
sanctified  by  forms  of  prayer  and  religious 
singing  ;  in  fact,  the  more  the  prayers,  the 
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greater  the  sin.  In  dealing  with  vain  empty 
professors  of  religion,  God  says,  "I  despise 
your  feast  days,  and  I  will  not  smell  in  your 
solemn  assemblies."  Even  in  the  early  days 
of  their  history,  the  Children  of  Israel  sat 
down  to  eat  and  drink  and  rose  up  to  play, 
and  by  their  conduct  brought  upon  themselves 
the  displeasure  of  God.  i.  Cor.  10:  7.  I  re- 
member having  once  been  at  a  Church  enter- 
tainment when  we  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink, 
and  rose  up  to  play  some  very  silly  games, 
such  as  "blind  man's  buff,"  right  in  God's 
house.  God  showed  me  that  He  was  dis- 
pleased. Afterwards,  when  I  got  saved,  I 
could  no  longer  find  pleasure  in  such  vanities. 
All  the  appetite  for  strong  drink  and  tobacco, 
and  the  desire  for  games  of  amusement,  etc., 
were  taken  away  in  a  moment  ;  and  God  gave 
me  instead  a  heart  full  of  peace  and  love,  and 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  Hallelu- 
jah ! 


CHAPTER  II. 


PRIDE  AND  ITS  MANIFESTATIONS. 

Nearly  all  the  Churches  of  our  land  were 
apostolic  in  their  beginning.  I  believe  that 
Wycliffe,  Luther  and  Melancthon,  Knox  and 
Wesley,  laid  the  foundation  of  an  aggressive 
work  for  God  on  Bible  lines,  and  that  these 
men  could  say,  in  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  "I 
have  fought  a  good  6ght,  I  have  finished  my 
course,  I  have  kept  the  faith."  But  the  re- 
presentatives of  these  movements  to-day  have 
in  general  departed  from  their  former  simpli- 
city, and  lost  their  power  with  God,  without 
seeming  to  realize  their  awful  condition.  We 
might  apply  to  many  the  words  of  Jer.  49:16  : 
"The  pride  of  thy  heart  hath  deceived  thee." 
Pride  is  the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  trouble. 

The  same  old  serpent  that  beguiled  Eve  is 
seeking  to  persuade  many  souls  to-day  that 
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they  can  get  to  heaven  without  mortifying 
their  pride  and  selfishness.  Apostolic  methods 
are  being  abandoned.  The  penitent  form  and 
other  means  of  getting  at  the  hearts  of  the 
people  and  getting  them  through  to  God,  are 
omitted  from  the  Church  service,  so  that  peo- 
ple may  be  free  to  '  'accept  Christ"  without 
any  real  self-denial,  and  then  go  on  to  build 
up  a  Christian  character.  You  might  as  wrell 
try  to  get  a  frog  to  sing  like  a  nightingale,  as 
endeavor  to  get  Rn  unsaved  man  to  build  up  a 
Christian  character  on  a  foundation  of  sin. 
We  can  get  a  true  foundation  to  begin  on  only 
by  the  way  of  the  repentance  that  needeth  not 
to  be  repented  of.  "God  commandeth  all 
men  everywhere  to  repent"  If  you  could 
take  the  wings  of  an  angel  and  fly  to  the  eter- 
nal world  of  bliss,  you  would  not  find  one 
there  who  had  lived  to  the  years  of  account- 
ability on  earth,  but  would  tell  you  he  came 
through  the  door  of  repentance.  Every  way 
that  does  not  lead  people  to  first  repent  of 
their  sins,  is  a  broad  way,  and  all  broad  ways 
lead  to  destruction. 

When  pride  is  not  mortified,  it  will  show 
itself  in  many  ways.    Ornamentation  of  the 
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body  is  one  thing  that  may  be  traced  to  pride 
in  the  heart.  In  this  line  it  causes  a  great 
waste  of  money.  While  we  get  a  statement 
every  year  of  the  millions  expended  on  liquor 
and  tobacco,  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  there 
should  be  classed  in  with  these  the  millions 
squandered  on  vanities  to  ornament  the  body. 
Pampering  and  encouraging  pride  is  just  as 
great  a  sin  in  God's  sight  as  spending  money 
on  strong  drink,  and  just  as  plainly  forbidden 
as  stealing.  When  we  touch  upon  these  things 
we  are  denounced  as  cranks  by  the  "blind 
guides"  of  our  day,  but  we  must  be  true  to 
the  Word  of  God. 

All  the  children  of  God  are  marked  by 
plainness  and  simplicity  on  every  line.  God 
clothed  our  first  parents  in  plain,  strong,  dur- 
able garments.  In  sending .  Jacob  to  Bethel, 
God  said  to  him  :  "Arise  and  go  up  to  Bethel, 
and  dwell  there  :  and  make  there  an  altar  unto 
God,  that  appeared  unto  thee  when  thou  fled- 
dest  from  the  face  of  Esau,  thy  brother." 
"Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  household,  and  to 
all  that  were  with  him,  "Put  away  the  strange 
gods  that  are  among  you,  and  be  clean,  and 
change  your  garments  :  and  let  us  arise  and 
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go  up  to  Bethel  ;  and  I  will  make  an  altar 
unto  God,  who  answered  me  in  the  day  of  my 
distress,  and  was  with  me  in  the  way  which  I 
went.  And  they  gave  unto  Jacob  all  the 
strange  gods  which  were  in  their  hand,  and  all 
their  earrings  which  were  in  their  ears  ;  and 
Jacob  hid  them  under  the  oak  which  was  by 
Shechem."  (Gen.  35:1-4.)  They  may  be  there 
still,  for  all  I  know.  Jacob  obeyed  God,  and 
put  away  the  gods  and  the  ornaments  which 
were  offensive  in  His  sight.  These  things  be- 
long to  the  heathen,  and  not  to  God's  people. 
God  is  upright,  and  He  must  have  an  upright 
people. 

Dear  reader,  we  shall  do  well  if  we  only 
obey  God  as  Jacob  did.  It  would  be  well  to- 
day if  professing  Christians  would  get  down 
and  have  a  night's  pleading  with  God,  crying, 
"I  will  not  let  Thee  go  except  Thou  bless 
me  !' '  If  we  allow  ourselves  to  indulge  in  the 
very  smallest  thing  that  displeases  God,  the 
evil  will  soon  grow,  and  we  shall  find  our- 
selves drifting  farther  and  farther  from  God. 
Little  foxes  spoil  the  vines.  Little  sins,  so- 
called,  soon  lead  the  soul  far  from  God.  Keep 
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your  garments  white,  and  your  head  will  lack 
no  ointment. 

ORNAMENTATION. 

Many  teachers  of  to-day  maintain  that  it 
doesn't  matter  what  we  have  on  the  outside, 
as  God  looks  at  the  heart.  True,  but  when 
the  outside  is  decorated  with  these  vain  orna- 
ments, He  sees  that  the  heart  is  as  a  cage  of 
unclean  birds,  and  is  none  of  His.  He  may 
save  you  with  these  things  on  your  body,  but 
He  will  soon  let  the  light  shine  upon  you  on 
this  line,  and  then,  if  you  do  not  walk  in  the 
light,  He  will  take  His  Spirit  from  you,  and 
your  last  state  will  be  worse  than  the  first.  I 
have  proved  from  experience  that  God  does 
not  deal  unreasonably  with  us,  yet  He  does 
require  that  we  be  honest  with  Him. 

If  the  reader  desires  further  proof  from 
Scripture  on  this  line,  we  may  quote  a  passage 
from  the  prophet  Isaiah:  "Moreover,  the  Lord 
saith,  Because  the  daughters  of  Zion  (or,  the 
Church)  are  haughty,  and  walk  with  stretched 
forth  necks  and  wanton  eyes,  walking  and 
mincing  (or,  tripping  nicely)  as  they  go,  and 
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making  a  tinkling  with  their  feet  :  therefore 
the  Lord  will  smite  wit^i  a  scab  the  crown  of 
the  head  of  the  daughter  of  Zion,  and  the 
Lord  will  discover  their  secret  parts.  In  that 
day  the  Lord  will  take  away  the  bravery  of 
their  tinkling  ornaments  about  their  feet,  and 
their  cauls,  and  their  round  tires  like  the 
moon,  the  chains  and  the  bracelets,  and  the 
mufflers  (or,  spangled  ornaments),  the  bon- 
nets, and  the  ornaments  of  the  legs,  and  the 
headbands,  and  the  tabrets,  and  the  earrings, 
the  rings,  and  nose  jewels,  the  changeable 
suits  of  apparel,  and  the  mantles,  and  the 
wimples,  and  the  crisping  pins,  the  glasses, 
and  the  fine  linen,  and  the  hoods  and  the 
vails."    Isa.  3:16-23. 

We  notice  that  the  prophet  was  careful  in 
singling  out  those  things  that  were  not  worn 
for  the  protection  of  the  body,  but  were  vain, 
and  offensive  in  the  sight  of  God.  All  modern 
ornamentation  should  be  condemned  in  the 
same  unsparing  language  as  the  prophets  used. 
Vain  people  make  use  of  similar  vanities  to- 
day,—dead  birds,  ostrich  feathers,  rag-flow- 
ers, laces,  tassels,  showy  ribbons,  fancy  cuffs, 
buttons,  and  studs,  and  many  other  gew- 
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gaws.  As  Mr.  Finney  says,  ''We  may  set 
down  the  people  that  wear  such  trifles  as  being 
rotten  at  heart."  Some  preachers'  wives  seem 
to  take  much  more  delight  in  visiting  the 
millinery  shops,  and  squandering  God's  money 
for  such  ornaments,  than  in  visiting  the  sick 
and  dying,  the  lost  and  perishing.  Some  peo- 
ple who  profess  religion,  having  a  degree  ot 
modesty,  trim  down  a  little,  so  as  to  live  about 
half-way  between  the  world  and  the  way  of 
holiness.  Some  women,  for  instance,  take  oil 
their  showy  feathers  and  flowers,  and,  instead, 
twist  up  some  ribbon  and  put  it  on  their  hats. 
What  is  that  for  ?  Certainly  it  is  not  to  be 
more  self-denying  and  more  like  the  Man  of 
Sorrows,  who  gave  His  life  for  us.  We  must 
get  all  ornamentation  off  us,  and  be  straight, 
if  we  would  have  God's  blessing. 

Let  us  use  an  illustration  to  compare  this 
sin  with  others.  A  young  man  going  down 
the  street  steps  into  a  saloon  and  pays  ten  or 
fifteen  cents  for  a  glass  of  liquor  and  a  cigar. 
A  young  lady,  a  Sabbath-school  teacher,  pass- 
ing down  the  other  side  of  the  street,  is  at- 
tracted into  a  milliner's  shop,  and  induced  to 
buy  a  five  or  ten  dollar  hat.    Now,  which  is 
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the  more  guilty  ?  The  one  yields  to  satisfy  a 
false  appetite  :  the  other  yields  to  gratify  car- 
nal pride. 

We  find  further  exhortations  on  this  line  in 
the  New  Testament  :  1.  Pet,  3:  3,  4 — "Whose 
adorning,  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorning 
of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold, 
and  of  putting  on  of  appard  ;  but  let  it  be  the 
hidden  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not 
corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and 
quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God  of 
great  price."  Also,  notice  the  words  of  St. 
Paul  in  1.  Tim.  2:9,  10:  1 'In  like  manner  also, 
that  women  adorn  themselves  in  modest  ap- 
parel, with  shamefacedness  and  sobriety;  not 
with  broided  hair,  or  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly 
array;  but  (which  becometh  women  professing 
godliness)  with  good  works.' 9 

Now,  my  dear  reader,  let  no  man  deceive  you 
by  persuading  you  that  you  may  indulge  in  these 
things  and  retain  the  blessing  of  God.  Those 
who  will  not  humble  themselves  to  be  searched 
out  by  the  Word  of  God  will  be  blinded  and 
deceived  by  the  pride  of  their  own  hearts: 
they  will  place  themselves  among  the  class  of 
whom  it  is  said:    "He  feedeth  on  ashes:  a 
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deceived  heart  hath  turned  him  aside,  that  he 
cannot  deliver  his  soul,  nor  say,  Is  there  not  a 
lie  in  my  right  hand?"  They  will  be  given 
over  to  delusion,  to  believe  a  lie  that  will  lead 
them  to  perdition. 

The  enemy  of  our  souls  has  always  been 
successful  in  destroying  more  souls  through 
the  spirit  of  pride  than  through  any  other 
spirit.  It  was  this  spirit  that  brought  Lucifer 
from  heaven  down  to  hell.  It  was  this  spirit 
that  Satan  infused  into  our  first  parents,  when 
he  said,  "Ye  shall  be  as  gods/'  Pride  brought 
Nebuchadnezzar  down  from  his  throne  to 
graze  seven  years  with  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
It  brought  quick  destruction  upon  Korah> 
Dathan,  and  ^.biram.  King  Uzziah's  heart 
was  "lifted  up  to  his  destruction."  Space 
would  fail  to  recount  in  order  all  the  instances 
of  pride  in  the  Bible,  and  of  God's  awful 
judgments  upon  it.  God  knoweth  the  proud 
afar  off  :  they  are  an  abomination  to  Him. 

I  would  like  to  say  just  a  word  here  to 
mothers.  You  know  that  we  are  all  born  with 
the  seeds  of  this  pride  in  our  hearts.  Be  care- 
ful, then,  how  you  dress  the  little  ones  God 
has  given  you.    Do  not  put  on  them  any 
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worldly  ornaments,  such  as  laces,  ribbons, 
showy  buttons,  showy  colours,  etc.,  or  any- 
thing, however  small,  that  will  tend  to  foster 
their  pride.  Let  them  not  have  presents  of 
this  nature.  Discourage  every  tendency  in 
them  to  take  pleasure  in  these  things.  Look 
upon  their  pride  as  the  root  of  an  awful 
disease  that  must  be  overcome  and  eradicated. 
Some  mothers  would  be  ashamed  to  wear  such 
silly  trinklets  themselves,  yet  they  put  them 
on  their  children,  and  thus  help  Satan  to  lead 
the  little  ones  to  hell. 


CHAPTER  III. 

FALSE  TEACHERS  AND  THEIR  FRUITS. 

Those  who  teach  that  worldly  amusements 
in  the  Church,  worldly  fashions,  worldly 
methods,  etc.,  do  no  harm  to  the  cause  of 
God,  must  be  spiritually  blind.  We  need  not 
be  surprised  to  find  many  blind  guides  among 
the  popular  preachers  of  our  land.  It  has  al- 
ways been  so.  The  prophets  of  God  have  al- 
ways met  their  most  violent  opposition  from  men 
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who  professed  to  be  zealous  for  the  cause  of 
God.  •  Elijah  on  Mount  Carmel  was  opposed 
by  nine  hundred  and  fifty  false  prophets.  The 
quotations  already  given  from  Isaiah,  Jeremiah, 
and  Ezekiel,  give  us  some  idea  of  the  con- 
dition of  spiritual  things  in  their  day.  All  the 
prophets  down  to  Malachi  met  with  similar 
opposition.  When  Jesus  came  to  the  earth, 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  men  in  author- 
ity, filled  up  the  measure  of  the  sins  of  their 
fathers  in  having  him  put  to  death.  We  have 
an  impressive  description  of  these  whited 
sepulchres  in  Matt.  23  :  23-39.  Following  the 
course  of  history,  we  find  that  the  great  oppo- 
sition that  Wycliffe  and  Luther  encountered, 
came  from  wicked,  sensual  Churchmen.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  John  Knox  and  the 
Covenanters.  John  Wesley  was  opposed  all 
his  lifetime  by  most  of  the  popular  clergymen 
of  England.  Similar  persecution  was  encoun- 
tered in  America  by  Pres.  Edwards,  and  White- 
field,  and  later,  by  Mr.  Finney  and  Dr. 
Mahan,  and  Dr.  Redfield.  Wherever  God 
has  a  spiritual  people,  they  meet  with  strong 
and  often  violent  persecution  from  formal 
preachers.    The  illustrations  of  this  are  with- 
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out  number.  A  backslidden  ministry  and  a 
backslidden  Church  constitute  the  devil's  great 
organized  opposition  to  radical  work  for  God. 

Even  from  our  secular  papers  we  may 
gather  enough  to  make  spiritual  people  trem- 
ble for  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  God.  I 
shall  insert  a  short  extract  from  a  newspaper, 
as  an  illustration  of  what  has  become  a  very 
common  thing  : 

Toronto  Globe  :    "Rev.  C.  W.  G.   has 

been  elected  president  of  the  Rover  Hockey 
Club,  of  Winnipeg,  The  prototype  of  the 
central  figure  in  his  well-known  Northwest 
story,  'The  Sky  Pilot,'  has  a  more  active  con- 
nection with  the  national  winter  sport.  The 

character  was  drawn  from  Rev.  H.  G  , 

who  is  captain  of  the  Pincher  Creek  Hockey 

Team.    Mr.  G  learned   his   hockey  in 

Kingston,  and  is  a  stronger  and  more  useful 
man  in  any  community  because  of  it." 

Now,  this  is  the  class  of  preachers  against 
whom  I  wish  to  sound  a  note  of  warning. 
Beware  of  them  !  Outwardly  they  may  seem 
fair  and  commendable,  but  within  they  are 
full  of  vanity,  and  have  not  the  work  of  God 
at  heart. 

Such  men  will  countenance  and  encourage 
the  reading  of  so-called  religious  fiction,  nov- 
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els,  etc.,  and  thus  expose  themselves  and 
their  disciples  to  the  awful  judgment  pro- 
nounced in  the  Word  of  God  upon  I* whatso- 
ever loveth  and  maketh  a  lie  — novel  read- 
ers and  novel  writers.  It  is  alarming  to  what 
an  extent  light  reading,  novels,  etc.,  have 
found  their  way  into  even  Sabbath-school 
libraries,  and  are  moulding  the  minds  of  the 
young.  This  is  largely  on  account  of  the  in- 
fluence of  pastors,  who  fail  to  sound  a  note  of 
warning. 

TRUE  AND  FALSE. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  "How  can  we 
discern  a  true  prophet  of  God  from  a  false 
one?"  There  is  one  simple  way  — by  his 
fruits.  True  preachers  have  all  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,  the  same  as  ordinary  Christians, — 
"love,  joy,  peace,  etc., — and  they  are  not  of  the 
world.  Such  men  do  not  seek  out  an  easy 
way  either  for  themselves  or  their  people. 
They  don't  preach  flowery  sermons,  or  attrac- 
tive essays,  to  hush  people  to  sleep,  but,  being 
charged  with  dynamite  from  heaven,  preach  in 
such  a  way  that  men  are  convicted  of  their 
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sin,  and  made  to  feel  guilty  before  God.  They 
are  faithful  in  reproving  sin,  in  teaching  and 
exemplifying  righteousness,  and  in  warning 
the  people  of  the  punishment  of  sin.  Many 
professing  to  be  prophets  of  God  are  vain  and 
trifling,  and  know  nothing  of  real  walking 
with  God.  It  was  so  when  Jesus  "came  unto 
His  own."  According  to  man's  view,  in  lay- 
ing the  foundation  for  the  kingdom,  of  the  in- 
crease of  which  there  was  to  be  no  end,  it 
would  have  been  wisdom  for  Him  to  have  chosen 
His  twelve  apostles  from  the  most  eminent 
and  most  learned  men  in  the  Jewish  Sanhed- 
rin,  the  doctors  and  Rabbis.  But,  not  so  ! 
Passing  by  all  these,  He  went  down  to  the 
sea  of  Galilee  and  picked  up  twelve  unlettered 
men,  fishermen  and  publicans, — men  with 
rough  hands  and  even  hard  hearts.  These 
He  commissioned  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  the  Christian  Church.  He 
saw  that  there  was  better  material  in  these 
rough,  uncultured  men  than  in  the  proud 
Pharisees  and  Scribes. 

There  are  many  men  in  authority  in  the 
Christian  Church  who  seem  to  know  as  little 
of  Jesus'  power  to  save  as  did  the  Jews  who 
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crucified  Him.  Many  preachers  will  affirm 
that  they  preach  holiness  and  believe  in  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  yet,  if  He  falls  upon  one  of  their 
congregation,  they  are  ready  to  cry  out,  "He 
hath  a  devil  Vs  Just  so  did  the  Jews.  They 
said  they  were  looking  for  the  coming  Mes- 
siah ;  and  when  He  came,  and  displayed  His 
divinity  by  many  infallible  signs,  they  reject- 
ed Him  ;  said  He  had  a  devil,  and  finally 
crucified  Him  as  a  malefactor.  The  same 
cold,  formal  spirit  fills  much  of  the  religious 
world  to-day.  The  devil  is  moving  his  furni- 
ture into  the  Churches,  and  nearly  all  is  a 
matter  of  form.  Kneeling  in  prayer  is,  as  a 
rule,  discarded.  It  seems,  in  a  degree,  as 
when  the  abomination  of  desolation  stood  in 
the  holy  place,  only  that  the  workings  of  the 
powers  of  darkness  are  not  openly  so  violent. 
The  result,  however,  is  disastrous  to  vital 
religion.  People,  commonly,  know  nothing  of 
real  prayer ;  of  getting  through  to  God. 
Ministers  sometimes  even  discourage  those 
who  get  down  to  real  business  with  God. 
And  if  such  people  get  blessed,  Satan  knows 
that  the  best  place  for  him  to  get  hold  to  stop 
the  work  of  God  is  through  the  preacher.  If 
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he  can't  get  the  preacher  to  stop  the  revival, 
he  will  have  a  hard  time  getting  it  stopped. 

Of  course,  we  should  not  denounce  all  for-, 
mal  people  as  hypocrites.  A  formalist  may  be 
a  hypocrite,  or  he  may  be  deceived.  A  de- 
ceived formalist  in  the  Church  may  be  very 
zealous  of  outward  good  works  ;  may  oppose 
prevalent  sins  earnestly,  and  yet  may  have 
lost  his  first  love.  Our  Lord  addresses  such 
people  in  Rev.  2:  2-5:  "I  know  thy  works,  and 
thy  labor,  and  thy  patience,  and  how  thou 
canst  not  bear  them  which  are  evil  :  and  thou 
hast  tried  them  which  say  they  are  apostles, 
and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them  liars  :  and 
hast  borne,  and  hast  patience,  and  for  My 
name's  sake  hast  labored,  and  hast  not  faint- 
ed. Nevertheless,  I  have  somewhat  against 
thee,  because  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love. 
Remember,  therefore,  from  whence  thou  art 
fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  first  works  ;  or 
else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly ,  and  will 
remove  thy  candlestick  out  of  his  place,  except 
thou  repent.  But  this  thou  hast,  that  thou 
hatest  the  deeds  of  the  Nicolaitanes,  which  I 
also  hate." 

Jesus  gives  these  people  and  their  minister 
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credit  for  all  the  good  they  did,  but  reminds 
them  that  they  have  left  their  first  love. 
There  are  man}7  engaged  in  Church  work  to- 
day to  whom  this  passage  applies,  — people 
who  have  lost  the  joy  of  salvation  and  the 
power  with  God  which  they  once  had,  yet 
continue  active  in  religious  work  and  in  enter- 
prises for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  Dear 
reader,  can  you  look  back  to  a  former  time  in 
your  life  when  you  had  more  love  for  souls, 
more  power  with  God,  and  a  real  spirit  of 
prayer  which  you  have  not  now  ?  Look  back 
over  your  life,  and  consider  this  carefully. 
Pray  over  it.  If  you  find  you  have  lost 
ground,  humble  yourself  before  God  in  repen- 
tance. There  is  no  way  to  get  back  any 
blessing  that  has  been  lost  except  through  re- 
pentance. You  may  try  to  wTork  harder,  10 
deny  yourself  more,  to  pray  more,  and  bustle 
about  and  make  a  stir,  but  the  lost  blessing 
will  not  return  except  you  repent.  And  re- 
member, dear  reader,  the  awful  penalty  if  we 
will  not  repent.  God  will  remove  His  Spirit. 
We  may  work  all  our  lives,  and  work  hard  ; 
we  may  give  all  our  goods  to  feed  the  poor, 
and  our  bodies  to  be  burned  ;  yet,  if  we  have 
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not  the  love  of  God  in  our  hearts,  it  profits  us 
nothing  for  eternity. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

SOME  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  MODERN  RE- 
LIGION. 

The  key-note  of  the  religion  of  this  fast 
age  is  not  devotion,  but  work.  We  see  organi- 
zations everywhere  to  spread  the  Word  of 
God,  but  very  little  of  practical  means  of  get- 
ting it  down  deep  into  men's  hearts.  Schemes 
of  usefulness,  missionary  enterprises,  etc.,  are 
being  multiplied.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
machinery — wheels  wherever  we  go  !  It  mat- 
ters little  whether  you  are  deeply  religious  or 
not,  so  long  as  you  are  a  ready  volunteer,  and 
will  work.  To  engage  in  many  modern  re- 
ligious enterprises,  you  would  need  no  more 
of  real  religion  that  a  Crusader.  It  is  not  so 
much  charity  out  of  a  pure  heart,  as  to  ^some- 
thing, and  make  a  stir.  This  tendency  will 
not  lead  us  heavenward.  We  must  first 
humble  ourselves  in  repentance  ;  then  God  will 
honor  us  and  give  us  fruit. 
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In  getting  back  to  the  old  paths,  we  must 
begin  at  the  house  of  God.  God  says,  "Begin 
at  My  sanctuary."  There  is  no  use  in  trying  to 
get  people  outside  the  Church  converted  over 
a  host  of  unsaved,  worldly  professors  of  re- 
ligion. We  must  bring  false  standards  to  the 
ground,  that  honest  souls  may  see  the  truth 
plainly.  Oh,  that  all  who  will  receive  the 
truth  might  be  brought  to  feel  the  awful  need, 
and  be  led  to  humble  themselves  at  the  cross, 
confessing  their  sins  !  The  only  way  to  honor 
God  is  by  humbling  ourselves.  He  says, 
"Him  that  honoreth  Me  I  will  honor.''  If  we 
come  w7ith  all  our  hearts  to  Jesus,  and  invest 
our  lives  in  His  work,  then,  instead  of  desir- 
ing to  waste  our  time  on  worldly  pleasures,  we 
shall  delight  in  the  law  of  God  day  and  night, 
and  seek  to  save  lost  souls  before  the  night 
cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  And  if  we 
could  only  get  vain,  trifling  preachers  and 
teachers  converted,  they,  too,  would  feel, 

"No  time  for  mirth  or  trifling  here, 
If  time  so  soon  be  gone  !" 

There  is  a  point  I  wish  to  dwell  upon,  as 
so  many  are  being  led  astray  right  here.  The 
majority  of  the  preachers  of  our  land  encour- 


MODERN  RELIGION. 


31 


age  and  indulge  in  all  the  popular  sports  and 
amusements.  How  can  such  men  have  the 
Spirit  of  God  ?  Observe  their  preaching,  and 
see  if  any  are  led  to  feel  the  weight  and  guilt 
of  their  sins  by  their  words.  How  much  time, 
think  you,  would  such  men  spend  on  their 
knees,  groaning  and  praying  for  the  souls  un- 
der their  charge  ?  How  could  they  profess  to 
be  walking  with  God  ?  Yet  many  of  the  con- 
gregations of  our  land  are  being  blasted  and 
led  astray  by  just  such  blind  guides.  I  know 
a  D.D.  who  once  came  to  our  village  to  a 
Church  opening  ;  and,  to  entertain  the  audi- 
ence, he  told  ihem  a  number  of  dog  and  horse- 
tiading  stories,  such  as  are  frequently  told  in 
bar-rooms  to  get  up  a  treat.  Should  not 
every  Christian  lift  up  his  voice  against  such 
abominations.  Surely,  though  we  may  be  no 
prophets,  nor  prophets'  sons,  yet  we  must  cry 
out  against  the  sins  of  Israel.  If  we  would  be 
God's  sons  and  daughters,  we  must  come  out 
from  the  world  and  be  separate,  and  touch  no 
unclean  thing.  God  has  no  triflers,  no  idlers, 
no  frequenters  of  bar-rooms,  skating-rinks, 
etc.,  no  proud,  conceited  people,  and  no  selfish 
people  in  His  kingdom. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

SOME  REASONS  WHY  MODERN  RELIGION  DOES 
NOT  GLORIFY  GOD. 

Many  of  these  worldly  preachers  have 
never  been  brought  under  the  power  of  the 
Gospel.  Many  choose  the  ministr3r  as  a  pro- 
fession, and  all  the  preparation  and  equipment 
they  need,  they  expect  to  get  in  college.  But 
most  of  the  colleges  of  our  land  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  unfit  and  incapable  of  turn- 
ing out  effectual,  fearless  preachers  of  the 
Gospel.  The  students'  heads  are  crammed 
with  knowledge,  while  the  soul  is  left  dwarfed 
and  dead.  Many  promising  young  men,  who 
were  very  useful  at  first,  have  been  observed, 
at  the  end  of  a  four  years*  course  in  college, 
to  have  lost  all  the  burning  love  for  souls  out 
of  their  hearts,  and  all  the  unction  out  of  their 
preaching.  The  religious  colleges  of  our  land 
should  be  centres  of  spiritual  power.  The 
teachers  and  professors  should  be  exemplary 
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men  of  God.  Instead  of  this,  however,  we 
find  that  in  scarcely  any  other  place  can  more 
lightness,  foolish  talking,  vanity  and  kindred 
sins  be  seen  than  in  the  colleges.  Thus  they 
turn  out  armies  of  weaklings,  men  worse  than 
useless  in  holding  up  the  standards  of  the 
Bible. 

If  we  observe  the  Churches  that  have,  as  a 
whole,  fallen  from  grace,  we  see  that  the 
cause  of  the  general  backsliding  is  to  be  traced 
to  the  men  who  had  the  principal  authority. 
The  leaders  of  the  people  cause  them  to  err. 
They  make  broad  ways  for  the  people,  telling 
them  there  is  no  harm  in  many  sinful  indul- 
gences that  hinder  them  from  having  the 
blessing  of  God.  They  cause  them  to  walk  in 
a  way  not  cast  up.  They  can  go  to  fairs,  and 
some  even  to  horse-races,  and  join  in  the 
merriment,  but  if  one  were  to  shout,  "Amen!" 
or  get  blessed  in  their  meetings,  it  would  be 
put  down  as  disorder.  But  it  would  be  more 
like  Divine  order.  The  Psalmist  says,  ' 'There- 
fore will  I  offer  in  His  tabernacle  sacrifices  of 
shouting' '  (Psa.  27:  6,  margin).  St.  Paul  ex- 
horts us  to  '  'offer  up  the  sacrifice  of  praise 
continually.' '    When  God  blessed  the  lame 


34 


PLAIN  TALK,  ETC. 


man  at  the  gate,  which  was  called  ( 'Beauti- 
ful," he  went  into  the  temple  - 'walking  and 
leaping  and  praising  God.  That  was  God's 
order.  Hallelujah  !  When  God  speaks  of 
spiritual  disorder,  He  refers  to  pride,  selfish- 
ness, vauity,  contention,  etc.,  in  the  hearts  of 
His  people.  Oh,  that  we  might  all  get  back 
to  the  order  of  Pentecost  ! 

Just  here  an  incident  comes  to  my  mind  of 
my  boyhood  days.  When  I  was  about  ten  or 
eleven  years  old,  I  was  taken  to  Church  by  my 
father,  who  was  a  very  strict  Church-goer. 
On  one  occasion  the  minister  preached  from 
the  text  :  "The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  etc." 
J  no.  3:8.  When  the,  text  was  announced,  I 
felt  the  Spirit  of  God  working  upon  my  heart. 
However,  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that  no 
man  would  know  he  was  saved  till  the  hour  of 
death.  And  yet  he  belonged  to  a  denomina- 
tion, one  of  whose  fundamental  doctrines  is 
that  we  may  all  know  our  sins  forgiven,  and 
may  know  it  now.  That  seimon  had  a  strange 
effect  upon  me.  If  I  hf.d  believed  it,  I  think 
J  should  have  become  an  infidel.  But  I  didn't, 
and  I  never  cared  to  hear  that  man  preach 
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after  that,  fur  I  felt  he  had  dishonored  God. 

A  Church  will  never  turn  out  infidels  until 
things  come  to  such  a  state  that  children  can- 
not see  anything  in  the  religion  of  their  pa- 
rents, or  in  their  Church.  I  once  asked  an 
infidel,  who  had  been  a  Jew,  how  it  was  he 
did  not  believe  in  the  Old  Testament.  The 
answer  was  :  "You  know  that  a  child  will 
think  more  of  his  parents'  religion  than  of  that 
of  any  one  else.  Well,  I  was  brought  up  a 
Jew,  and  could  not  see  anything  in  my  father's 
religion."  A  lawyer,  who  had  been  brought 
up  in  the  Roman  Church,  once  told  me  the 
same.  He  said  that  his  father,  with  the  rest, 
was  led  astray  by  the  priests,  and  that  he 
would  do  just  as  other  people  did  who  pro- 
fessed no  religion.  He  could  see  no  difference, 
he  said.  The  Roman  Church  is  producing 
more  infidels  than  Paine  or  Voltaire  ever  did. 
But  they  are  not  the  only  ones.  All  Protes- 
tants, who  do  not  live  according  to  the  Bible, 
have  just  as  baneful  an  influence.  There  is 
more  infidelity  in  the  country  to-day  than  we 
might  be  disposed  to  think.  It  is  largely 
caused  by  the  unfaithfulness  of  those  who 
bear  the  name  of  Jesus.    It  is  caused  by  their 
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indulging  in  the  popular  sins.  Some  lines  of 
sin,  such  as  drinking,  lewdness,  indecent  lan- 
guage, stealing,  etc.,  would  not  be  tolerated  at 
all  in  most  Churches,  as  they  are  generally  un- 
popular ;  but  popular  sins,  such  as  I  have 
mentioned,  are  welcomed  as  a  means  of  serv- 
ing God  better,  or,  at  least,  tolerated  without 
any  feeling  of  guilt.  But  all  sins,  whether 
popular  in  the  land  or  not,  shut  out  the  bless- 
ing of  God. 

Wherever  true  religion  exists,  it  will  bring 
conviction  to  the  conscience  of  men.  The 
reason  we  do  not  see  more  of  a  sense  of  guilt 
among  open  sinners,  is  because  professing 
Christians  do  not  live  as  if  they  believed  the 
Bible  warnings  and  standards  to  be  true. 
John  Wesley  says:  "Many  think  themselves 
Christians  who  are  not:  for  Christians  are  holy; 
these  are  unholy.  Christians  love  God  ;  these 
love  the  world.  Christians  are  gentle  ;  these 
are  passionate.  Consequently,  they  are  no 
more  Christians  than  they  are  archangels." 
Dear  reader,  if  you  are  under  the  control  of 
pride,  or  selfishness  ;  or  if  you  love  the  world, 
will  you  not  get  down  and  repent  before  God  ? 
Remember,  "if  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
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love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  God  is 
speaking  in  notes  of  warning  to  this  genera- 
tion, by  His  Providence,  by  His  Word,  and  by 
His  Spirit.  Oh,  vain  man,  think  of  the  judg- 
ment, and  of  appearing  in  the  presence  of  God 
guilty,  and  lost  forever  !  The  time  is  short, 
and  the  days  are  precious. 

"Have  we  been  true  to  the  trust  He  left  us  ? 

Have  we  striven  to  do  our  best  ? 
If  in  our  hearts  there  is  naught  condemns  us, 

We  shall  have  a  glorious  rest." 

But  what  kind  of  rest  can  we  expect  if  our 
own  hearts  condemn  us  in  that  day  ? 

Much  of  the  so-called  religious  zeal  of  to- 
day is  merely  denominational  prejudice.  When 
Jesus  was  preaching  the  Gospel  He  encoun- 
tered many  Jews  who  were  unwilling  to  re- 
ceive His  teaching,  and  yet  professed  to  be  the 
children  of  Abraham.  He  told  them:  4 4 Ye 
are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of 
your  father  ye  will  do."  There  are  many  to- 
day who  are  likewise  jealous  of  denominational 
distinction.  They  recount  with  pride  their 
Church  history,  and  lay  claim  to  an  unbroken 
chain  of  inspiration  from  Apostolic  times. 
Some  say,  in  effect,  "We  are  children  ot  St. 
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Peter  ;"  others,  "We  are  children  of  L,uther;M 
others,  "We  are  of  Wesley,"  etc.,  etc.  We 
may  answer,  "If  ye  are  Wesley's  children,  ye 
will  do  the  works  of  Wesley  ;  if  leather's 
children,  ye  will  do  his  works.  But  if  ye  are 
still  proud,  and  vain  and  selfish,  ye  are  of  your 
father  the  devil,  and  his  works  ye  do. 

WHAT  TO  DO. 

The  question  may  arise  here  :  If  we  are  in  a 
Church  where  there  is  worldliness,  what  shall 
we  do  ?  We  should  rebuke  the  sins  that  we  see 
very  faithfully.  Then  if  they  will  not  receive 
our  testimony  nor  our  warnings,  and  if  we  see 
that  a  worldly  spirit  controls  the  Church  so 
as  to  really  deny  the  power  of  Godliness,  the 
command  is  plain. — "From  such  turn  away  !M 
I  would  not  leave  a  Church  because  there  wTas 
some  worldliness  or  some  worldly  men  in  it, pro- 
vided the  Church  as  a  wrhole  was  controlled  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  ;  but,  when  it  is  controlled  by 
the  god  of  this  world,  I  would  feel  it  my  duty 
to  turn  away.  The  devil  can't  set  up  his  king- 
dom in  a  Church  until  he  gets  a  strong  foot- 
hold in  the  pulpit. 
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MY  CHURCH. 

Now,  I  want  to  tell  you  of  a  Church  about 
which  I  never  heard  any  minister  preach  till  I 
was  sixty-five  years  old,  although  I  had  read 
about  it  in  the  Bible.  Unless  we  belong  to 
this  Church,  we  can  never  go  to  be  with  Christ. 
We  must  join  it  in  this  world.  All  the  re- 
deemed who  have  gone  before  belonged  to  it. 
It  is  the  Church  of  the  first-born,  the  Glorious 
Church,  without  spot  or  wrinkle  or  any  such 
thing.  This  is  the  truly  Apostolic  Church.  It 
is  not  confined  to  any  sect  or  creed,  but  all 
blood  washed  souls  belong  to  it.  Do  you  think 
there  is  any  sinning  in  Christ's  Church  ?  No  ; 
for  the  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die  ;  but  these 
have  eternal  life,  and  their  names  are  written 
in  heaven.  The  door  ib  repentance,  which 
leads  us  through  to  a  clear  assurance  that  all 
our  sins  are  forgiven,  and  that  we  belong  to 
God's  family.  This  is  a  Church  distinct  from 
all  that  I  have  mentioned  or  alluded  to  before. 

MY  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

As  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  secret 
societies,  I  would  like  to  say  something  about 
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the  Great  Insurance  Company  I  have  joined. 
It  is  well,  in  reasoning  with  sinners,  to  let 
them  see  not  only  what  they  are  to  give  up, 
but  what  they  are  to  get.  They  will  be  con- 
vinced, then,  that  God  is  reasonable  in  all 
things.  Modern  insurance  agents  will  affirm 
that  insurance  companies  had  their  rise  in 
Joseph's  time,  in  Egypt.  But  I  want  to  tell 
you  that  my  company  started  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden,  at  the  fall  of  man.  The  President,  is 
the  King  of  kings.  Our  first  parents  were 
insured.  I  joined  the  Company  on  my  knees. 
That  is  the  way  all  members  are  admitted,  and 
they  press  through  a  door  so  narrow  that  they 
can't  carry  the  world's  trappings  with  them. 
Just  as  soon  as  we  enter,  the  recording  stew- 
art  writes  down  the  names  in  the  head  office, 
in  the  book  called  the  ' 4 Lamb's  Book  of  Life." 
The  office  is  in  the  City  called  "New  Jerusa- 
lem.' 1  We  receive  our  policy  from  God  the 
Father,  delivered  and  sealed  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  with  the  blood  of  Jesus.  These  three 
agree  in  one.  The  Policy  agrees  to  pay  one 
hundred-fold, — ten  thousand  per  cent. — in  this 
world,  and,  in  the  world  to  come,  life  ever- 
lasting.   There  are  thousands  to  testify  that 
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they  have  received  all  the  Policy  has  promised. 
I  can  witness  to  it  as  far  as  I  have  journeyed, 
and  know  that,  if  I  continue  faithful,  I  shall 
have  a  title  to  a  mansion  in  the  City  of  Gold. 
All  the  old  patriarchs  were  insured  thus,  and 
aU  the  children  of  God  down  to  the  present 
day.  It  will  continue  till  all  that  can  be  re- 
deemed in  this  old  world  are  redeemed.  Dear 
reader,  if  you  have  anything  better  to  offer 
than  this,  let  me  know  it  ;  if  not,  come  and 
join  this  Company.  It  is  a  real  Brotherhood. 
Special  attention  is  paid  to  widows  and  or- 
phans :  see  Jer.  49:11:  Leave  thy  fatherless 
children,  I  will  preserve  them  alive  ;  and  let 
thy  widows  trust  in  Me.M 

"Come  then  and  join  this  happy  band, 
And  on  to  glory  go, 
To  dwell  in  that  celestial  land, 
Where  joys  immortal  flow  !" 
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PART  OF  MY  KXPKRIKNCE. 


Before  closing,  I  desire  to  give  a  brief  ac- 
count of  how  I  was  led  from  the  depths  of  sin 
into  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  I  experienced  a 
change  of  heart  ;  but  after  a  time  I  fell  away 
into  sin  and  ceased  to  profess  religion,  being 
ashamed  to  be  called  a  Church- member.  For 
over  twenty-five  years  I  continued  to  dishonor 
God,  suffering,  however,  under  the  lashes  of  a 
guilty  conscience.  I  drank  liquor  to  excess 
for  over  twelve  years.  I  would  weep  over  my 
life,  and  form  resolutions,  and  then  break 
them.  It  seemed,  I  was  hurrying  myself  to  a 
drunkard's  grave-  In  this  state,  I  laid  my 
case  before  the  God  I  was  ashamed  to  call  my 
Father.  In  His  mercy,  He  removed  the  appe- 
tite in  a  moment.  I  did  not  at  that  time  ask 
Him  to  save  me  :  my  whole  concern  was  to 
get  rid  of  that  awful  appetite. 

After  a  short  time,  I  commenced  to  attend 
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Church,  doing  about  as  other  members  did, 
and,  indeed,  breaking  off  some  of  my  outward 
sins.  It  was  not  long,  however,  till  I  found 
further  trouble  in  my  soul  ;  conviction  would 
come  upon  me  at  times,  and  I  would  be  in 
great  distress.  Then  I  would  wTeigh  myself 
in  the  Church  balances,  and  would  find  myself 
up  to  the  ordinary  standard.  I  knew  of  some 
members  who  wrould  beat  their  way  on  the 
trains,  or  would  travel  dishonestly  by  paying 
the  conductor  quarter- fare.  I  myself  was 
guilty  of  this  sin  a  few  times,  but  I  felt  it  was 
a  very  mean  thing  to  do.  It  is  just  as  much  a 
sin  to  cheat  a  company  or  a  corporation  in  this 
way  as  it  is  to  steal  from  an  individual. 

During  all  this  time  I  felt  the  awful  guilt 
of  sin.  My  light  had  become  darkness,  and 
the  darkness  was  deep  indeed.  I  was  looking 
for  light,  it  seemed,  where  no  light  was. 
When  I  told  my  class-leader  the  trouble  I  felt 
within,  he  would  tell  me  to  go  right  on,  as  I 
was  as  good  as  the  rest,  and  that  I  need  not 
expect  the  joy  I  had  in  earlier  days,  as  that 
time  had  passed  with  me.  I  would  sometimes 
feel  lifted  up  by  being  told  that  I  was  an  ex- 
emplary man,  and  deserved  great  credit  for 
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having  taken  the  step  I  had.  These  things 
had  a  great  tendency  to  keep  me  from  repent- 
ing of  my  sins.  But,  praise  God  !  The  time 
came  when  I  heard  a  sermon  on  true  repen- 
tance, which  brought  the  feelings  of  earlier 
days  fresh  into  my  soul.  I  became  so  deeply 
convicted  that  I  felt  that  I  would  rather  die 
than  live  any  longer  in  this  state.  I  soon  got 
down,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  God  for- 
gave me  all  my  sins,  and  restored  to  me  the 
joy  of  His  salvation.  Oh,  the  peace  and  joy  I 
felt  then  !  I  thought  I  had  all  that  God  could 
give  a  mortal  on  earth.  I  was  converted  away 
from  home  among  strangers,  and  my  first  im- 
pulse was  to  send  the  news  home.  I  could 
hardly  wait  for  the  time  to  go  home.  I  want- 
ed to  tell  it  in  the  Church.  I  felt  quite  sure 
that  they  would  be  pleased  and  fall  into  line. 
However,  I  was  mistaken,  for  they  gave  me 
the  cold  shoulder,  and  to  many  of  them  my 
testimony  seemed  as  an  idle  tale.  No  doubt, 
I  had  struck  some  of  their  bosom  sins,  and 
emptiness.  If  we  are  straight  and  uncom- 
promising in  reproving  sin,  idolatrous  people 
will  fall  out  with  their  sins  or  with  us.  When 
a  man  full  of  holy  fire  comes  along,  empty 
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professors  can't  stay  perched  on  the  fence  ; 
they  feel  cornered  up  so  that  they  must  take 
one  side  or  the  other,  or  run. 

After  going  on  thus  foi  four  years,  telling 
the  story  of  salvation,  I  was  permitted  to  hear 
clear  preaching  on  inbred  sin,  and  the  second 
work  of  grace,  which  takes  it  all  out  of  us, 
and  fills  us  with  the  fulness  of  God.  I  became 
an  earnest  seeker,  and  obtained  the  blessing. 
God  so  deluged  my  soul  that  I  knew  not 
whether  I  was  in  the  body  or  out  of  it,  and 
when  I  came  to  myself,  I  found  myself  prais- 
ing God  at  the  top  of  my  voice.  The  old  self- 
nature  was  dead.  Conversion  was  a  great 
blessing,  but  this  was  still  greater.  I  was 
filled  with  light.  The  Bible  was  opened  up  to 
my  mind  in  a  wonderful  way. 

But  there  was  persecution.  If  the  devil 
was  displeased  with  me  before,  he  raged  ten 
times  worse  now.  Strange  to  say,  he  would 
roar  right  in  the  Church.  When  I  got  blessed, 
the  minister  would  order  me  out,  saying  I  was 
possessed  of  the  devil.  The  happy  members 
who  were  right  with  God  would  get  blessed, 
and  then  he  would  break  up  the  meeting. 
Then  the  comforting  words  would  come  to 
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me,  that  when  they  read  out  our  names  as  evil 
doers,  etc.,  we  are  to  rejoice  and  leap  for  joy. 
Then  I  would  leap  and  praise  God.  I  felt  like 
Billy  Bray,  when  he  said,  that  one  foot  seemed 
to  say,  ''Praise  the  Lord  !"  and  the  other, 
' 1  Amen  !"  Persecutors  would  say,  "He  is 
crazy  !"  others  would  say,  "He  will  soon  get 
over  that  :"  others,  "He  is  the  dirt  and  filth 
of  the  place.  Away  with  him  !"  Through  it 
all  I  would  leap  and  praise  God  to  think  that 
the  devil  had  no  more  use  for  me. 

A  little  over  three  months  after  I  was  sanc- 
tified wholly,  I  was  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  with  Fire.  I  had  never  heard  it 
preached  as  a  distinct,  definite  blessing  ;  but, 
as  soon  as  it  fell  upon  me,  I  knew  what  it  was. 
It  was  what  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  re- 
ceived in  the  upper  room,  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost. It  is  plain  that  these  had  been  sancti- 
fied wholly  before  Jesus  ascended.  They  had 
the  fruit  of  it  according  to  the  prayer  of  Jesus 
in  Jno.  17.  He  prayed  tor  their  sanetifica- 
tion,  that  they  "all  might  be  one.''  They  had 
reached  this  spiritual  state,  so  that  they  were 
all  of  one  accord,  and  continued  so,  in  the 
same  place,  praising  and  blessing  God.  The 
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anointing  gave  them  what  Jesus  said  it  would 
—  power  to  witness  for  Him  everywhere.  «.  his 
is  what  it  did  for  me  then,  and  what  it  does 
to-day. 

People  sometimes  ask  :  "How  is  it  that  our 
fathers  never  told  us  of  some  of  these  things, 
and  yet  they  were  good  men?"  I  answer, 
some  of  these  great  truths  were  lost  centuries 
ago,  and  the  Church  of  Christ  has  been  slow- 
ly, step  by  step,  discovering  them  again,  and 
getting  them  in  their  right  places.  In  the 
Church  of  Rome,  justification  by  faith  had 
been  generally  lost  sight  of  for  centuries,  when 
Martin  Luther  raised  up  the  old  standard.  It 
was  denounced  as  a  new  doctrine.  About  two 
centuries  later,  John  Wesley  appeared,  holding 
up  to  the  light,  the  witness  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Scripture  teaching  on  entire  sanctification. 
And  now,  to-day,  after  more  than  a  century, 
the  truth  concerning  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  being  held  up  by  a  few  faithful,  fear- 
less souls  scattered  here  and  there  throughout 
the  earth ;  and  this  truth  is  going  to  prevail 
also,  though  it  is  strongly  opposed.  Of 
course,  if  the  Church  as  a  whole,  had  been 
rue  to  God  from  the  first,  these  blessings 
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would  never  have  been  taken  away,  nor  this 
light  withdrawn,  and  people  would  not  be 
looking  upon  them  as  strange  doctrines.  They 
are  as  old  as  the  Bible. 

May  the  men  who  are  holding  up  the 
standards  of  the  Word  be  kept  faithful  !  And 
may  God  raise  up  a  host  of  men  filled  with 
fire  from  above  to  go  out  into  the  great  harvest 
field.  God  is  calling  for  workers,  faithful 
workers,  whom  He  can  trust.  We  are  not 
our  own.  If  wTe  were  employed  by  one  man, 
and  gave  our  services  to  another,  we  should 
not  expect  the  first  man  to  pay  us.  If  we  did, 
we  should  be  thieves.  It  is  just  so  when  pro- 
fessors of  religion  spend  their  time  and  talents 
God  has  given  them  in  vain  amusements  and 
trifles.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  spoken 
strongly  against  these  evils  I  have  mentioned. 
They  dishonor  God.  And  if  we  dishonor 
God,  He  will  not  say,  ' 'Well  done  !"  He  will 
not  say,  "Good  and  faithful  servant/ y  if  we 
have  been  worldly,  trifling,  idlers,  or  wicked 
and  unfaithful  rebels.  We  must  deny  our- 
selves, and  take  up  the  cross.  We  must  be 
born  again.  We  must  press  into  the  narrow 
way. 
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"Broad  is  the  road  that  leads  to  death, 
And  thousands  walk  together  there  ; 

But  wisdom  shows  a  narrow  path, 
With  here  and  there  a  traveller/' 

My  dear  readers,  let  us  live  in  prayer.  In 
this  way  alone  can  we  be  kept  from  the  snares 
of  Satan.  Let  us  beware  of  men,  and  have 
our  whole  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  keep  so  hum- 
ble that  we  may  be  taught  of  Him. 

I  shall  now  bid  my  readers  a  final  farewell, 
till  we  meet  at  the  judgment  bar  of  God  to  give 
an  account  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

Yours  in  the  Holy  War, 

Herman  Raney. 


